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		ASA’s WISHH to Launch Aqua Feed Program in Cambodia 
Connects Trade and Development 


	 
ST. LOUIS (Oct. 2, 2018) – The American Soybean Association’s (ASA) WISHH Program is building on its successful track record in aquaculture development by launching the Commercialization of Aquaculture for Sustainable Trade (CAST) – Cambodia. CAST will connect trade and development by accelerating production of high-demand fish species for the Cambodian market and developing a lasting aquaculture industry that recognizes the value of soy protein in feed. 
As a result of an extensive competitive proposal process, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has selected WISHH to implement CAST under the USDA Food for Progress Program. WISHH’s previous FEEDing Pakistan project, also funded by USDA, played a groundbreaking role in introducing tilapia and U.S. soybean meal to Pakistan’s aquaculture industry. Now the fifth most populous country in the world, Pakistan continues to be an important U.S. soy customer. In West Africa, WISHH is currently implementing the AMPLIFIES Ghana project that improves Ghana’s poultry feed production capacity and increases efficiency in poultry value chains.
Photo: WISHH Program Committee Member David Lueck of Missouri (left) is an eye witness to Cambodia’s growing aquaculture sector and the opportunities for U.S. soy in aquaculture feed. Photo credit: ASA/WISHH
“CAST is an exciting affirmation of WISHH’s ability to connect trade and development,” said WISHH Chairman Daryl Cates, an Illinois soybean grower. “WISHH is a trailblazer for trade through CAST, which will improve agricultural productivity and expand trade of agricultural products through commercial aquaculture sector growth in Cambodia.”
The Southeast Asian country’s GDP has increased by more than 7 percent per year since 2011, growing the demand for animal and aquaculture-sourced protein. CAST’s anticipated local economic impact exceeds $300 million over the life of the project, and, Cambodia’s aquaculture industry demand for soybean protein is projected to reach 100,000 metric tons per year by 2030. 
WISHH committee members have traveled to Cambodia and are eye witnesses to the potential for U.S. soy in the country. “I had the opportunity to represent Missouri soybean farmers on a trade mission to Cambodia last year,” said soybean grower David Lueck of Alma, Mo., who also serves on the WISHH Program Committee.” The Cambodian feed sector is growing rapidly, and they are increasing their consumption of U.S. soy.”
North Dakota soybean grower Matt Gast also serves on the WISHH Committee and joined WISHH staff in a variety of meetings in the region. “Aquaculture is really taking off in Cambodia, and soy protein demand will grow with it,” Gast said. “An importer of U.S. beans is building a brand new fish feed plant in Phnom Penh!”
The CAST project will benefit from the expertise of key partners, including Kansas State University, Auburn University and local universities in Cambodia. Importantly, Cambodia’s local private-sector feed mills and hatcheries and the Cambodian Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries are all collaborating with WISHH to implement CAST. 
ASA/WISHH connects trade and development. As a trailblazer for trade, WISHH grows markets for U.S. soy farmers, and at the same time, improves lives and economic opportunities in developing countries. WISHH works with international companies and organizations that purchase U.S. soy. These buyers invest thousands of their own dollars to research and promote soy-based foods and feeds made with U.S. soy in emerging markets. Over the last five years, WISHH leveraged soybean farmer checkoff investments by a ratio of more than 6-1. Learn more here.  





###
 
The American Soybean Association (ASA) represents U.S. soybean farmers on domestic and international policy issues important to the soybean industry. ASA has 26 affiliated state associations representing 30 soybean producing states and more than 300,000 soybean farmers. 
For more information contact:
	Karen Coble Edwards, KCE Public Affairs Associates, 703-625-8230, karen@kcegroup.com


Access this release online at SoyGrowers.com.
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