Ag Groups Call For Withdrawal of Solicitor General’s Supreme Court
Brief on Glyphosate That Would Create a Patchwork of Problems
Washington, D.C. May 23, 2022. In a letter to President Biden, 54 agricultural groups expressed

grave concern with a recent amicus brief submitted by the U.S. Solicitor General to the Supreme
Court advising the court against taking up a case regarding pesticide labels. The groups, including
the American Farm Bureau Federation, American Soybean Association, National Corn Growers
Association, National Association of Wheat Growers, National Cotton Council, and American
Sugarbeet Growers Association, listed in full here in the letter, called on the president to swiftly
withdraw the brief. They warned the new policy would set a dangerous precedent that threatens the
science-based regulatory process. The groups are worried this new policy, along with having
environmental impacts, could ultimately hinder the ability of U.S. farmers to help meet growing
global food needs intensified by the invasion of Ukraine.
In the May 10 brief, the Solicitor General advised the court against taking up a case concerning
whether state pesticide labels can conflict with federal labels.
Brad Doyle, soy farmer from Arkansas and president of the American Soybean Association, stated,
“Federal law is clear that pesticide labels cannot be false or misleading. Allowing states to require
health warnings contrary to decades of sound science is beyond disturbing and obviously not in line
with federal law. I and other farmers are concerned this new policy will open the floodgate to a
patchwork of state labels that will undermine grower access to safe, effective pesticides needed to
farm productively and sustainably.”
At question is whether the state of California can require a cancer warning label for the popular
herbicide glyphosate when thousands of studies, decades of robust scientific consensus, and
numerous global regulatory bodies—including the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency—agree the
herbicide is not a carcinogen.
The new position expressed by the Solicitor General is a stunning reversal from previous, bipartisan
administrative policy. The brief asserts federal law and regulations do not prevent states from
imposing their own labeling requirements, even if those labels run counter to federal findings.
"Supplying wheat to the world is more important than ever given the unprecedented times with
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Together, Russia and Ukraine make up one-third of the world’s wheat
exports, and the disruptions we are seeing will certainly impact food supply,” said National
Association of Wheat Growers President and Washington wheat farmer, Nicole Berg. “Aside from the
war, U.S. wheat growers are experiencing extreme weather conditions threatening the quality of
their crops this year. 75% of the winter wheat production in the U.S. is in a severe drought. NAWG
is concerned this new policy would undermine access to safe and effective crop protection tools that
play a critical role in helping feed the world."
AFBF President Zippy Duvall said, “Farmers utilize science-backed crop protection tools on their
farms to produce safe, nutritious food. Allowing labels that conflict with existing conclusions and EPA

studies will add to a greater misunderstanding of the crucial role pesticides play in enabling farmers
to grow healthy, affordable food for America’s families."
Nate Hultgren, sugarbeet farmer from Minnesota and president of the American Sugarbeet Growers
Association said, “Farmers can’t meet consumers' food security needs and help address climate
change if the safe crop protection products we use and desperately need are undermined by the
states. Allowing states to supersede federal pesticide labeling requirements will create massive
uncertainty, confusion and add to significant supply chain disruptions.”
“In the coming months, farmers will have to work even harder to address worldwide food shortages,
and a patchwork of state regulations will jeopardize access to the critical farm supplies they need,”
said National Corn Growers Association President Chris Edgington. “We hope the Biden
administration will reverse its position on this issue.”
The groups call on President Biden to withdraw the brief. They also encourage the president to
consult with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to better understand the implications of this decision
for science-based regulation, as well as food security and environmental sustainability.
###
The American Soybean Association represents U.S. soybean farmers on domestic and
international policy issues important to the soybean industry. ASA has 26 affiliated state associations
representing 30 soybean-producing states and more than 500,000 soybean farmers. More
information at soygrowers.com.
The American Farm Bureau Federation is the nation’s largest general farm organization with
member families in all 50 states and Puerto Rico. Learn more at fb.org or follow @FarmBureau on
Twitter.
The National Cotton Council, based in Memphis, serves as the unifying force in working with
policymakers to ensure cotton's interests are heard. The NCC’s mission is ensuring the industry’s
ability to compete more effectively and profitably in the raw cotton, oilseed and U.S.-manufactured
product markets at home and abroad. More at cotton.org.
Founded in 1957, the National Corn Growers Association represents nearly 40,000 dues-paying
corn farmers nationwide and the interests of more than 300,000 growers who contribute through
corn checkoff programs in their states. NCGA and its state organizations work together to create and
increase opportunities for corn growers. For more information, visit ncga.com.
About NAWG
NAWG is the primary policy representative in Washington, D.C., for wheat growers, working to
ensure a better future for America’s growers, the industry and the general public. NAWG works with
a team of 20 state wheat grower organizations to benefit the wheat industry at the national level.
From their offices on Capitol Hill, NAWG’s staff members are in constant contact with state
association representatives, NAWG grower leaders, Members of Congress, Congressional staff
members, Administration officials and the public.
The American Sugarbeet Growers Association represents all of the 10,000 family farmers who
grow sugarbeets on 1.1 million acres in 11 states (California, Colorado, Idaho, Michigan, Minnesota,

Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming). All 21 sugarbeet processing
factories are owned by our farmers. More at americansugarbeet.org.

###

The American Soybean Association (ASA) represents U.S. soybean farmers on domestic and
international policy issues important to the soybean industry. ASA has 26 affiliated state associations
representing 30 soybean-producing states and more than 500,000 soybean farmers.

